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Те Jesuits came to America before the soldiers and before the colonists, 
In 1566, only 26 years after the Spaniard Ignatius of Loyola had founded 
the Society of Jesus, its energetic, courageous priests were marching through 
Florida, converting Indians to the Roman Catholic Church. Unarmed—carrying 
only prayer books, fishhooks and needles—the Jesuits moved inland. In French 
America, says the historian George Bancroft, “not a cape was rounded, not a 
river discovered without a Jesuit having shown the way.” 

Until 46 years ago part of the U.S. was still considered mission territory by 
the Church and the Society of Jesus was still sending priests here from Europe. 
But today, with 31 million Catholics, this country has become a bulwark of 
the Church and American-born Jesuits have taken on the order’s work. 

Though there are many other effective Catholic orders in the U.S.—and 
though the great majority of clergy are “secular” priests belonging to no order 
—the Jesuits with 7,630 members are the largest, the best organized, the most 
influential group within the Church. They operate 99 schools, inc 
portant universities like Georgetown, Fordham and Marquette, which have a 
total enrollment of 129,000 students. They edit and publish 25 different period- 
icals, from contemporary provocative weekly magazines like America to schol- 
arly journals like Thought. Jesuits are parish priests, prison chaplains, leaders 
in scientific research and mediators in labor disputes. As an organization they 
are so tightly knit, so efficient and so varied in their activities that they have 
often been accused of being a church within a church. 

In founding his order Loyola believed that men should not only save their 
own souls but should help their neighbors to be saved. He dispatched his priests 
to work in India, Japan, China, America and all over the world under the motto, 
“For the Greater Glory of God.” The Society of Jesus has had its moments of 
glory and honor, its moments of defeat and excoriation. But today it is the 
largest and fastest-growing order in the Church and finds its greatest area of 
growth—in new recruits, new facilities and variety of activitiesp—in the U.S. 


IN SPIRITUAL EXERCISE, which every Jesuit performs twice a day, 
theological students examine consciences as they walk, a duty prescribed 
for rooting out faults and remaining always “in the presence of God.” 
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ГІР НСІ, 


JESUITS IN AMERICA сонтного 


Long years 
of preparation 


апа discipline 


of study at Novitiate at 
Greek and En, ч 
ophy lectures will be in Latin, 


LITY students do manual wine. Once a week novices hold a “chapter” іп 
t Novitiate near San José, Calif. har- hich anyone may bring up faults of another. The 
mmunity’s grapes which are turned into “accused must be grateful his faults are revealed.” 


A JOYFUL MOMENT 
in groups of eight to bles 
waits in back, Forty-thre 


+ when newly onlained priests advance to altar rail 
heir parents and embrace their mothers. Second group 
еге ordained in ceremony at Woodstock College, Md. 
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1 HOUGH some 300 young Americans enter the order each year, only 


about 60% of them eventually become Jesuit priests, for no other order 
has such an arduous period of training and discipline. For 13 years before 
1 for two years after, the Jesuit must prepare himself by 


intense study and work, shown in these pictures, following a strict sched: 


ordination а 


science, philosophy anc 


ule of prayer, meditation, study of the cla 
the liturgy. To learn discipline novices must walk during recreation pe 
They 
stop talking, even in the middle of a sentence, when the bell rings 
Like members of other religious orders, Jesuits take vows of poverty, 
chastity and ohedience the last vow so much 
as they do. Obedience is gi 


ith the first person they meet, not single out friend: 


ut no other order stres 
ven first to a superior (head of a Jesuit com- 
munity) then through the hierarehy of Provincial (head of one of 10 
U.S. provinces), Assistant (head of all U.S. Jesuits) up to the Father 
General in Rome, Though Ignatius emphasized man’s free will, bee 
a Jesuit means the complete surrender of one’s will to one’s imm 


superior. “I must let myself.” said Ignatius, “be led and moved as a lump 
of wax lets itself be kneaded.” Yet Jesuits are encouraged to “humbly 
appreciate” their own assets, for once ordained they must go into the 
world prepared for the utmost in individual initiative and resourcefulness, 


A PRACTICE BAPTISM is performed by a student (efi), under eye of twa 


1 College years and has been 


teachers. Same doll has heen used at Wesi 


JESUITS IN AMERICA сонтноко 


ся 


held outdoors in warm weather, Other well-known 
from own book of poems to students at New York's Jesuit schools are Holy Cross College, the Uni- 
Fordham University, where classes are sometimes > and St, Lo 


“YOUTH'S BEST FRIEND,” as Father Daniel 


Lord of St. Lor 
He is prolife w 


Ricochet Romance. 
and pageants. 


Teachers 
wise in ways 


of world 


СОТ, Father Frank Fadner, lis- guisties. А lay professor at Georgetown perfecte 
in on tape recordings by which 25 different simultaneous translation system (Lire, April 
languages are taught at Georgetown school of lin- 1950) used by the United Nations in New York. 
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В. AUSE Loyola believed that God's work had to be done with men 
as they are and in the circumstances under which they live in the world, 
immerse themselves in the world to a greater degree than any 
gious order. They are as apt to know the songs from Brigadoon 
ses һу Palestrina, to Бе as familiar with Willie Mays’s batting aver- 
age as with church statistics. They are at home on a college campus, in 
a big-city slum or in a Hollywood movie studio, 

In the U.S. the Jesuit schools are intended not only to give an intel- 
lectual grounding to American Catholics but to train lay leaders to work 
in and exert a Catholic influence upon all the spheres of life. At George- 
town University in Washington, D.C, the Jesuits operate the only Catho- 
lic school in the U.S. for foreign service. In St. Louis their Parks College 
уез courses not only in aeronautics but in ies, which inelud 
rocket engineering and the problems of space tr 
the Jesuits have 13 law, eight engineering, five medical, seve 


Louis radio 
, started in 1921, was the second in the country and its 
Jesuit founder, Brother George Rueppel, playing phonograph records 
with a running commentary, was probably the first U.S. “dise jockey.” 


JESUIT, Father John Higgins, here talking to Father Charl 
is professor at Parks College, which gives courses in aeronautic 


trains missionaries to fly to save traveling time between their far-flung outposts. 


RADIO SUPERVISOR, Father William O'Leary, listens to a jazz session on 
Loyola University station in New Orleans, WWL, wh 
and advertising, In his spare time O'Leary is a psychia 


pays its way with 


HOLLYWOOD COUNSELOR: soften called іп by 
studios to give his unofficial opinion on the propriety of seripis. Here he 
+ with Sereen Writer Karl Tunberg (center) and Producer Sam Zimbalist. 
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JESUITS IN AMERICA conrinveo 


Scholars, 
star-watchers, 


explorers 


MEDICAL EDUCATOR, Alp! 


dean emeritus af medical а 


Arctic to locate the North Magnetic 
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) SUIT history glows with brilliant men like Father Gerard Manley 
Hopkins, the poet; Gi К: ist for whom the camellia i: 
named: Robert Bellarmine, the theologian, In the U.S. today the order 
has an imposing array of scholars, some of whom are shown here. A more 
complete gallery would include men like Father Joseph Lynch, world 
expert on earthquakes (Lire, April 15, 1946); James Macelwane, also a 
famous seismologist; Edmund Walsh, who founded the Georgetown 
school for foreign service, and m 
suit scientists are pai орһузїс: 
der literally has its mological 
stations, 18 of them in this eountry (the U.S. government has only eight), 
and the earth cannot tremble without the Jesuits knowing about it. In re- 
cent archaeological excavations under St, Peter's Basilica, it was the seis- 
mological tests of Fathers Lynch and Daniel Linehan (below) which 
helped to determine the extent of Christian and pagan tombs, 
Some critics of the uits accuse them of too much brilliance. 
can't win an argument with a Jebbie,” they complain. In th 
uses of study stud > exposed to every possible с 
urch, and historically the Jesuits have heen the masters of diale 
particular contribution of the American Jesuits has bee 
the unique aspects of the U.S, political system with the Church’s teach- 
ings on chureh and state. On the basis of the American experience, they 
is no need for conflict in practice between church and 
ш both must play their proper roles within a free soc 


n astronomy and 


ear to the ground. 


Jesuit 
ticiem of the 
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LOGIST, 
iary on rock overlod 
dangerous forays into Ar 


Georget 
China, Iren 


J. Heyden of 


world, to Afric 


nd Brazil, studying eclipses of the sun, 
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JESUITS IN AMERICA сонтнико 


ON WATERFRONT in Philadelphia, Father Den- 
nis Comey discusses a grievance with a group of 
Tongshoremen, Both workers and shippers have 


IN RUSSIAN ATMOSPIL of St. Andrews 
Church in Los Angeles, Father John Ryder waves 
censer at congregation, Jesuits trained in Byzantine 
rite, which is similar to Russian Orthodox, usually 
wear beards and speak to each other in Russian. 


Ts Jesuits a “mission” is not only the task of converting men to 
Christianity. It includes the many delicate and dangerous special assign- 
ments performed for the Pope during the past 400 years, by which they 
The Pope’s Light Cav- 
retly into Russia to consecrate 
ed is now known to be alive 


other bishops. Only one of those conse 
Mi A But other Jesuits are being trained in the U.S. in the Eastern rites (above, 
ISSIONS чоо into tharrounityata mors propitiousmoment. 

In the 1930s the Jesuits detected that Communists were infiltrating 
US. labor unions. The order immediately went into action, now has a 
on home front highly trained corps of “labor priests” (above, center) and 13 labor 
schools where workers are taught how to chuck out Communists and 

where employers and employes can discuss their mutual problems 
Another special mission of the Jesuits in the U.S. is maintaining “re- 
and abroad treat houses” where businessmen, lawyers, doctors and special groups 
can spend a quiet weekend in prayer and meditation (right), But the most 
important of the Jesuit missions is still in the foreign field. The Society 
has more foreign missionaries (5,463) than апу other Catholic order 
A fifth of these are Americans who conduct 1,208 оп station: 
all over the world, some of the most active being in Central America. 


IN CALIFORNIA RETREAT Father Wilfred La- 
Sage leads group in saying Rosary. Last year 13,280 
men attended retreats m New York province alone. 
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and Mayan Indians, whose Іс 
makes them easy pr 


INDIAN CATHOLICS swarm 

te British Hon- 
after Father Greg- 
iver in boat, 
records like 
and Ain't She 


peaking syste 


Kentucky Babe 
Sweet over loud 
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А FULL SAIL carries Father 
Marion Ganey to island 


SUDDEN RAIN catches three 
Jesuits on 
outpost in Rep 


le mule trip to 
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DEADLY SINS pierce and destroy man 
in this drawing from Loyola's Spiritual Exercises, 
The overhanging sword, death, will send him to hell. 


of castle. Before сі 


YOUNG LOYOLA in armor sits on steed in front 
ersion he was flirtatious, drank 
heavily, was once hauled into court for brawling. 


vercises shows sin- 
2) seeking light, 
5) fighting Satan. 


GLORY AND TROUBLE 


а young man Ignatius of Loyola, who was born in 1491, was a vain, 
worldly, high-spirited knight given over to the pursuits of elegance 
and chivalry. In one of his chivalrous moments, while trying to rally a 
badly defeated Spanish army against overwhelming French forces, he 
was wounded in the leg by a cannon ball. As he lay in a castle in ехеги- 
ciating pain he asked for some popular romantic books of the day. The 
only books available were a Life of Christ and The Flowers of the Saints. By 
the time Loyola had finished reading them he saw the whole world as a 
new kind of battlefield, the forces of Satan on one side, the forces of 
Christ on the other. With his leg permanently crippled, he resolved to 
quit the army of soldiers and enlist forever in the army of Christ 
As leader of the Society of Jesus, Loyola was a curious ideal- 
ist and realist. In his time spiritual perfection was considered something 
attainable only by monks and mystics, God’s elect. Through his Spiritual 
Exercises Loyola endeavored to make perfection a goal of ordinary peo- 
ple. His manual outlined the way to self-conquest in simple, concrete 
lessons whieh were to be followed on a daily schedule with a written 
record kept to note the improvement in conduct day by day. Unlike the 
mysties, who taught that union with God could be achieved only by ex- 
tinguishing the senses, Loyola asked his pupils to use all their senses to 
picture the purity and rapture of heaven, the corruption of sin, the 
enormous fires of hell, “the howlings . .. smell ой... rotting... 
taste of bitter things.” Eventually secular clergy and scholars, servants 
and kings all over Europe were 
faithfully following the Exerci 
In his early religious enthusiasm 
Ignatius had scourged his body and 
worn a shirt of thorns, But he was 
ical enough to note the wear 
on his strength and later he reject- 
ed extreme asceticism for his fol- 
lowers, To make them more effec- 
tive in the world he even secured a 
papal dispensation so they would 
not have to sing the daily office in 
choir, and they did not wear a dis 
tinetive habit as other orders did, 
Loyola inspired great рес 
devotion among the membe: 
his order-—so much that Francis 
Xavier knelt when writing to him, 
It was the Jesuits, under Loyola, 
who were primarily responsible for 
stemming the tide of the Protestant 
Reformation and leading the Cath- 
olie counteroffensive known as the 


іхішге of 
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converts to death by order of emperor. Japanese 
of the martyrs with a spear in an effort to duplicate Christ's crucifixion, 


Counter Reformation, Through the Spiritual Exercises and preaching, the 
Jesuits helped to reform the Catholic where it had become lax. 
Then by establishing model schools and colleges like battlements across 
Europe. they fought to win the people’s allegiance. 

To gain souls for Christ, Loyola urged his followers, as St. Paul had 
done, to be all things to all men, In dealing with people, he said, "соп- 
sider first what temperament they are and adapt yourselves thereto. If a 
man is passionate, with a quick, vivacious manner of speech, do you also 
speak of good and holy things in в similar style, for that is what pl 
him.” Loyola's followers took him at his word. When Francis Хау 
went to India, he worked principally among the “untouchables” and 
lower castes, walking through the villages dressed in a shabby gown, 
eating the same food as the poor. But when he went to Japan and discov- 
ered that the Japanese were attracted more by pomp than by humility, 
he dressed in gorgeous raiments and permitted himself a retinue of serv- 
ants, He made thousands of converts. Some years later, when the emperor 
decided to wipe out Christianity, the Jesuits who followed Xavier coolly 
reasoned that martyrdom was required to keep their converts loyal and 
they remained steadfastly at their posts even though they were put to 
death by the scores. In China the Jesuits во impressed the emperor with 
their erudition that they were made mandarins in his court. Thereafter, 
for almost a hundred years, Jesuits were on the imperial staff, keeping 
always in favor by instructing the Chinese army in the use of artillery, 
building observatories, predicting 
eclipses and beautifying the court 
with gardens and fountains, 

Some of the strongest opposi- 
tion to the Jesuits came from with- 
in the Church itself. Missionaries 
of other orders complained that the 
Jesuits were winning converts. at 
the expense of Catholic doctrine, 
In China the Jesuits had permitted 
their converts to continue vener- 
ation of ancestors and in India 
had permitted the snobbish Brah- 
mans to continue the observance 
ste, But the Jesuits replied 
that veneration was not deification 
of ancestors and that caste was of 
greater social than religious sig- 
nificance. Nevertheless, to keep or- 
der in his house, the Pope rebuked 
the Jesuits and ordered them to 
desist from such tactics. 

In Protestant England, where 


Дега 


of 


soldiers pierced each one 
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JESUITS IN AMERICA гоктноєь 


Stuarts hack on the throne, the Jesuits 
were executed whenever caught. They roamed the country in disguise 
using false names and giving misleading answers when questioned. 
Though the Jesuits justified the evasions by saying that they were not 
lies but “mental reservations” they were accused of making the end 
justify the means and the word “‘jesuitical”” came to mean sly and crafty. 

In South America it was the Catholic Spanish and Portuguese colo- 
nists who turned on the Jesuits. To convert as well as protect the 
were exploiting as slaves, the 
Jesuits in 1588 set up a utopian republic in the Paraguayan jungle. 
The Indians were not eager to work but they loved music and so the 
ingenious Jesuits had them awakened in the morning with trumpets 
and marched to their fields to band music. The Indians were even 
organized into symphony orchestras which included violins, contra- 
basses, clarinets, flutes, harps, horns and timpani. This idyllic repub- 
lic survived for a century but its Jesuit-trained army was finally 
defeated by a combined force of Spanish and Portuguese. 

There seemed to be по limit to the Jesuit energy and imagination. 
As confessors and advisers to kings, princes and rulers in Europe and 
Asia, as experts in law, science, philosophy, botany, astronomy, the- 
ology and practical politics, the Jesuits had by the 18th Century 
gained enormous influence and power. When a monarch wanted a 
treaty mediated or a diplomatic favor granted he usually turned not 
to the Pope but to the Jesuit general, who has been called the “black 
Pope.” But just when they seemed to be at the very summit of their 
power, the Jesuits suffered their worst defeat. On July 21, 1773 they 
were ordered suppressed by Pope Clement XIV. 


they worked to get the Catho 


native Indians, whom the colonisı 


An ultimatum for the Pope 


RONICALLY the Jesuits were suppressed by the Pope not because 
they had been disloyal to him but because they had been too 
oyal. The order had not faced up to a new historical force—nation- 
alism. In countries where the kings or princes were claiming absolute 
authority extending even 10 some church matters, Jesuit theologians 
had sought to limit the royal power by arguing that their sovereignty 
came not by inherent right but from the people. This new approach 
worked successfully in some cases but eventually the parliaments and 
ruling classes used the Jesuit arguments to reject the temporal author- 
ity of the Pope as well. The kings of France, Portugal, Spain and 
other countries issued an ultimatum to the Pope to suppress the 
Jesuits or face the possibility of the national churches breaking com- 
pletely away from his authority as the Church of England had done. 
Sadly the Pope acquiesced, saying, “Sometimes we must cut down 
a mast to save the ship.” 

‘The Jesuit Щев was 100 deeply rooted to be destroyed. In most 
countries Jesuits simply became secular priests. Ву 1814 the flames 
of opposition which the Jesuits had ignited burned down sufficiently 
for Pope Pius УП to rescind his predecessor's ban 

Since 1814 the Jesuits have been the target of nationalistic forces 
again and again—in all they have been banned at different times 
from 18 countries and provinces. The constitutions of two countries, 
Switzerland and Norway, still forbid them within their boundaries. 
But the Jesuits have now recognized the two-edged sword of secular 
politics and they no longer take a very active role in this arena. Ins 
they are devoting themselves now to their missions, education, seien- 
tific research and the labor movement. The Church has recognized 
their loyalty and work by саполігінд 27 Jesuits, including Ignatius 
and Francis Xavier, as saints and has declared 139 others “blessed,” 
the last step before canonization, 


THREE FAMOUS JESUITS were Antonio Possevino (left), а diplomatic 
trouble shooter who mediated many disputes between kings in 17th Century; 


Francisco Suarez (center), a 16th Century theologian who argued sovereignty of 
the people over the divine right of kings: and Angelo Secchi, who classified the 


stars in the 19th Century and was one of the founders of modern astronomy. 


